
      

Contact:  Spokesperson Ngolo Katta 076 606419, National Coordinator James Lahai 076 962233 and 

Chair person Frances Fortune 076 603098 

NATIONAL ELECTION WATCH (NEW) 
A Coalition of Civic and Nongovernmental Organizations 

 44 Bathurst Street, Freetown 

Tel:  223082 

nationalelectionwatchsl@gmail.com 

PRESS STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

8
th

 January
,
 2010, Freetown Sierra Leone: Overt political interference marred chieftaincy 

elections and in 11 chiefdoms countrywide suspended indefinitely. 

The National Election Watch (NEW) has concluded the observation process of the chieftaincy elections 

which started in November and ended on the 31st December, 2009. 

The press statement is released as a result of constructive consultations and debriefing with each district, 

Regional Coordinators, and the back up team from the strategic management committee who supported the 

process at the district levels. 

The chiefdom councilors list review process and declaration of rights started from the 18
th
 October, 2009 and 

was to be concluded on the 28
th
 November, 2009 in 40 chiefdoms across the provinces of Sierra Leone. Due 

to several inconsistencies around the declaration processes in certain chiefdoms - Bombali, Port Loko, Kono 

and Kailahun Districts the process was rescheduled on several occasions. 

NEW raises the concern about unequal application of the provisions of the 2009 Chieftaincy act across the 

country and inadequate security in some chiefdoms resulting in scuffles and localized violence and 

exacerbation of conflict at local level. 

NEW is concerned about the tensions and suspicions created in several chiefdoms resulting from 

inconsistencies in the procedures especially around petitions and their arbitration, overt political interference 

in some instances, and almost complete lack of knowledge about the 2009 Chieftaincy act. This has serious 

logistical implication on the operations of the National Electoral Commission NEC especially in printing of 

ballots for the process, which is ultimately a waste of the tax payers’ resources.   

 NEW is not convinced that the present lists of chiefdom councilors that are being gazetted to elect these 40 

paramount chiefs represent the interests of the taxpayers they purport to represent.  The process of 

verification of the gazette before final publication was problematic which led to the indefinite suspension of 

elections in some chiefdoms in the Northern and Eastern Provinces.  

Despite the statement made by the Minister of the MIALGRD during the launching of this exercise, we 

observed overt political interference in Gbane in Kono, Kaiyamba in Moyamba, Gboa and Kakua in Bo, 

Kholifa Rowala in Tonkolili, Debia, Maforki and Masemira in Port Loko, Kissi Teng in Kailahun districts.                                         

Out of 40 chiefdom elections scheduled by the MIALGRD, 11 were suspended indefinitely and 29 

conducted by NEC. Most of the elections Suspended indefinitely were as a result of absence of a verified 

gazette in the chiefdom and also more seriously overt political interference. Political interference has been 

reported in almost all the concluded elections as well. In Debia chiefdom Port Loko District, the Member of 

Parliament has imposed a candidate who had been disqualified inter alia on the people. In Kaiyamba 

chiefdom Moyamba District the resident Minister south has overtly supported a candidate and campaigns for 

him. In Kholifa Rowala Tonkolili District the ruling party District Secretary and Financial Secretary are 

publicly supporting a candidate. 
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NEW notes female aspirants in 12 chiefdoms and 3 winning elections in Moyamba and Bo Districts. This 

reveals that the definition of tradition is excluding women from vying for chieftaincy in Northern and 

Eastern Provinces.  The arbitrary nature of tradition being a barrier for participation was blatant in Kono and 

Kailahun district where two female candidates with clear right to the chieftaincy were disqualified on the 

basis of their sex.  Additionally some aspirants were denied the right to chieftaincy as their right derived 

from their maternal line.  This is an unjust application of a tradition which is an obstacle for all Sierra 

Leoneans to participate in development, keeping Sierra Leone at the bottom of the human development 

index.   

NEW commends the National Electoral Commission (NEC) for their efficient Administration and 

Management of the polling process in the chieftaincy elections so far. 

NEW wish to state clearly that the Ministry of Internal Affairs Local Government and Rural Development 

MIALGRD were not neutral, organized and steadily interfered with the chieftaincy election process. 

With the support of the UNDP Election basket fund, NEW trained and deployed over 200 observers in all 40 

chiefdoms with supervisory support from the Strategic Management Committee from Freetown to observe 

the processes.  

NEW recommends that a stake holders conference be expeditiously convened by the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs, Local government and Rural development MIALGRD and National Electoral 

Commission NEC including Civil Society to critically examine the chieftaincy election process and 

chat a way forward on issues related to Chieftaincy Act. 

END  

 


